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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8
Moses said to the people: ‘Now, 
Israel, take notice of the laws and 
customs that I teach you today, and 
observe them, that you may have life 
and may enter and take possession of 
the land that the Lord the God of 
your fathers is giving you. You must 
add nothing to what I command you, 
and take nothing from it, but keep 
the commandments of the Lord your 
God just as I lay them down for you. 
Keep them, observe them, and they 
will demonstrate to the peoples your 
wisdom and understanding. When 
they come to know of all these laws 
they will exclaim, “No other people 
is as wise and prudent as this great 
nation.” And indeed, what great 
nation is there that has its gods so 
near as the Lord our God is to us 
whenever we call to him? And what 
great nation is there that has laws 
and customs to match this whole 
Law that I put before you today?’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 14:2-5
The just will live in the presence of 
the Lord.

SECOND READING
James 1:17-18, 21-22, 27
It is all that is good, everything 
that is perfect, which is given us 
from above; it comes down from 
the Father of all light; with him 
there is no such thing as alteration, 
no shadow of a change. By his own 
choice he made us his children by 
the message of the truth so that we 
should be a sort of first-fruits of all 
that he had created. 
Accept and submit to the word 
which has been planted in you and 
can save your souls. But you must 
do what the word tells you, and not  
just listen to it and deceive 
yourselves.
  

Pure, unspoilt religion, in the eyes 
of God our Father is this: coming 
to the help of orphans and widows 
when they need it, and keeping 
oneself uncontaminated by the 
world.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Father gave us birth by his 
message of truth, that we might be as 
the first fruits of his creation. Alleluia! 

Welcome to 
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KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
PARISH PRIEST
Fr Josy Sebastian (8382 1717; 
in  emergency - 0452 524 169)
Fr Roy John (8382 1717)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131, 
paclark@muckra.com.au)

(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Tuesday 
evening.)

MASS CENTRES 
• KINGSCOTE: Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help, Cnr Giles/Todd Sts 
Sunday - 9.30am

• PARNDANA: Uniting Church, 
Cook Street 
2nd and 4th Sunday - 2.30pm

• PENNESHAW: St Columba’s 
Anglican Church, Cnr North 
Terrace and Fourth Street 
1st Sunday - 2.00pm

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for our 
visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159
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      IIPARISH NOTICES –02/09/18 
Thank you to Fr. Peter for his generosity and care of 
our parish community over the last five weeks and 
we look forward to seeing him again in the future. 
Next week Mass in Kingscote 9:30 AM. 
Confessions 30 minutes before Mass on Sundays. 
 
CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL MONTH 
During the month of September we focus on 
charitable and welfare works within the Adelaide 
Archdiocese. There will be a special collection on 
Sunday the 16th. 
 

	  

Making a difference to the lives of South Australians 
since 1941. 
 
Please support the Catholic Charities 2018 Appeal – 
pick up a brochure from parishes in September or 
make a donation today to Catholic Charities Appeal, 
Reply Paid 912, Adelaide SA 5001. 

For more information call Annie O’Neill, Manager 
Catholic Charities P: 08 8210 8157 or visit Catholic 
Charities pages on the 
website:  www.adelaide.catholic.org.au  
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SEPTEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES 

Frank Berden, Mary Bowery, Terrence Browne, Gwen 
Caldicott, Audrey Carslake, Peg Dow, Thomas Drane, 
Christopher Glynn, Loretta Hartley, Catherine Hughes, 
Patrick Hughes, Pearl Malycha, Elvie Meaney, Dean 
Larcombe, Julia Martienses, Eeileen Morris, Reginald 
Pahl, Maise Rooney, Vera Shannon, James Smith and 
all the faithful departed. 

  

 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please pray for Leonie Bald, Brooke Baker & 
Family, Sam Baynes,  Annemeike Berden, 
Marj and Jimmy Browne, Jill Buist, Denice 
Carter, Steven Childs, Joella Davidson, Barry 
Dunn, Katerina Faist, Lloyd & Aileen Dodson 
& family, Jenny Fechner, Diane Florance, 
Emma Fulwood, Roy Gaton, Charles & Sue 
Gorman,Hans Hendrix, John Lavers, Elijah & 
Magenta Laundy and family, Keith Lockett, 
Victor Marshal, Ben Martin, Philip McDonald, 
Peter Murray, Max Moss, Deidre Morrison, 
Mick Muller, Carmel Northcott, 

Fr Pat O’Keeffe, Rocco Nield, Jack Pitcher, 
Anthony Roestenburg, Bill Roestenburg, 
Claudine Shelton, Darren Smith, Peter Smith, 
Linda Tippett, Noelene Thomas, Greg Turner, 
Patrick Walsh, Sr Margaret Wallace, Anthony 
Weatherstone, Rob Wilkinson and Gavin 
Willson, Andy Wood. 

  May they know the healing love of Christ 
through our actions and His healing presence. 

            ***************** 

         I have a problem. My mouth runs light 
years ahead of my brain. That means I too often 
say things and hurt others without thinking. 
 
Jesus is right. What comes out of us can make 
us impure. Our words build up or tear down. 
First, our words of ridicule can destroy others. 
Some people feel put down all the time. Your 
words of praise might make their day. 

 D 

 

Kangaroo Island Catholic Parish 

 

 

 

Catholic  

Children have the right to play and relax. 

Play is so important for children and young people – 
it is how they learn, develop relationships and 
express themselves. What are we doing to make our 
Parish and church environment a happy and playful 
one for children to be in? Let us not forget that we 
are all children of God, rejoicing in the salvation we 
have in Jesus. As we make time and space for 
children to play and relax we too are reminded of 
the gladness we feel as we rest and rejoice in Gods 
love. 

 



!

HOW TO RESPOND

Sometimes all you can do is to put 
your mouth to the dust and wait. 
That’s a counsel from the Book of 
Lamentations and while perhaps not 
the best response to the recent 
revelations of clerical sexual abuse 
and cover-up in the Roman Catholic 
Church, it seems the only helpful 
response available to me as Roman 
Catholic priest today. Beyond prayer, 
I’ve been hesitant to respond 
otherwise to this current situation for 
three reasons.

My first hesitation has to do with the 
seeming futility of yet another 
apology and breast-beating. Since 
the report on sexual abuse and 
clerical cover-up was released in 
Pennsylvania a few weeks back, 
there have been apologies issued by 
virtually every diocese, every parish, 
and every priest in America, 
including one from the Pope himself. 
While these apologies have been 
almost universally sincere, non-
defensive, and rightly focused on the 
victims, they’ve also for the most 
part not been well-received. More 
generally the response has been: 
“What good does that do now! 
Where were you when this was all 
happening?” The apologies have 
generally met with more cynicism 
and anger than acceptance. And yet 
it’s important that they be made, 
though I’m not sure my adding 
another one will be helpful.

My second hesitancy stems from the 
fact that there’s so much anger and 
grief around this issue right now that  
words, even the right ones, generally 
don’t hit their mark, akin to telling 
someone freshly grieving the death 
of loved one that “she’s in a better 
place.” The words are true, but 
moment’s too raw for the words to 
be heard. They only become 
effective later. And that’s the 
situation now; we’re in a time of raw 
anger and dark grief. These are in 
fact the same emotion (just that 

one’s hard and the other soft) and so 
for many people dealing with the 
revelations of clerical sexual abuse 
and cover-up right now, apologies, 
while necessary, are not being heard. 
The moment is too raw.

And, one last hesitation: As a priest 
with a vow of celibacy I’m painfully 
aware that right now I’m at an 
understandable disadvantage to 
speak out on this.  Victims speak 
from a position of moral privilege, 
rightly so, their voices carry extra 
authority; but those who stand 
symbolically connected to the 
perpetrators, and that’s me, are 
understandably heard with suspicion. 
I accept that. How could it be 
otherwise? At this particularly 
charged moment, what moral 
authority can my voice carry on this 
issue? What does my apology add?

But, for what it’s worth, even given 
those caveats, I do offer an apology: 
As Roman Catholic priest, I want to 
publicly say that what’s happened in 
the church in terms of sexual abuse 
by the clergy and cover-up by the 
hierarchy is inexcusable, deeply 
sinful, has harmed thousands of lives 
irrevocably, and needs radical 
redress in terms of reaching out to 
the victims and of prompting 
structural change in the church to 
ensure that this will never happen 
again.

Let me add something else: First, as 
a Roman Catholic priest, I do not 
distance myself from this by morally 
separating myself from those who 
have done wrong by declaring: 
“They’re guilty and I’m not!” The 
cross of Jesus doesn’t allow such an 
escape. Jesus was crucified between 
two thieves. He was innocent, they 
weren’t; but he didn’t protest his 
innocence, and those looking at three 
crosses that day didn’t distinguish 
between who was innocent and who 
was guilty. The crosses were all 
painted with the same brush. There 
are times when one does not protest 

one’s innocence. Part of Jesus’ 
mission,  as our liturgy puts it, was 
“to become sin for us”, to risk 
having his innocence mixed in with 
guilt and be perceived as sin so as to 
help carry darkness and sin for 
others.

Beyond our apologies, all of us, 
clergy and laity alike, are invited to 
do something for the church right 
now, namely, help carry this scandal 
as Jesus did. Indignantly separating 
ourselves morally from this sin is not  
the way of Jesus and the cross.

Like Mary standing under the cross, 
we must not replicate the anger and 
darkness of the moment so as to give 
it back in kind. Instead, like her, we 
must do the only thing possible 
sometimes when standing beneath 
the consequence of sin, that is, let 
our posture, like Mary’s, speak 
deeply through a voice that, unlike 
bitterness or collapse, says: “Today, I 
can’t stop this darkness, nobody can. 
Sometimes darkness just has its 
hour. But I can stop some of the sin 
and bitterness that’s in the moment 
by absorbing it, not distancing 
myself from it, and not giving it 
back in kind.” Sometimes darkness 
has its moment and we, followers of 
Jesus, may not self-servingly 
distance ourselves from the sin but 
need to help absorb it.

Sometimes all we can do is put our 
mouths to the dust … and pray … 
and wait. Knowing that, at some 
future time, the stone will again roll 
away from the tomb.

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 
He is a community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the 
English-speaking world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty 
newspapers worldwide.
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GOSPEL
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
The Pharisees and some of the 
scribes who had come from 
Jerusalem gathered round Jesus, and 
they noticed that some of his 
disciples were eating with unclean 
hands, that is, without washing them. 
For the Pharisees, and the Jews in 
general, follow the tradition of the 
elders and never eat without washing 
their arms as far as the elbow; and 
on returning from the market place 
they never eat without first 
sprinkling themselves. There are also 
many other observances which have 
been handed down to them 
concerning the washing of cups and 
pots and bronze dishes. So these 
Pharisees and scribes asked him, 
‘Why do your disciples not respect 
the tradition of the elders but eat 
their food with unclean hands?’ He 
answered, ‘It was of you hypocrites 
that Isaiah so rightly prophesied in 
this passage of scripture:

This people honours me only 
with lip-service, while their 
hearts are far from me.
The worship they offer me is 
worthless, the doctrines they 
teach are only human regulations.

You put aside the commandment of 
God to cling to human traditions.’ 
He called the people to him again 
and said, ‘Listen to me, all of you, 
and understand. Nothing that goes 
into a man from outside can make 
him unclean; it is the things that 
come out of a man that make him 
unclean.
 

For it is from within, from men’s 
hearts, that evil intentions emerge: 
fornication, theft, murder, adultery, 
avarice, malice, deceit, indecency, 
envy, slander, pride, folly. All these 
evil things come from within and 
make a man unclean.’

DID YOU KNOW?
• Ritual purity had immense 

importance for the Jewish people. 
The laws governing washing 
probably originated in practices to 

(Continued from page 1)REGULAR MASS TIMES IN
OUR CLUSTER CHURCHES

ALDINGA 
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and How Roads
Saturday 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.15am 

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

Sunday 9.00am
Wednesday 9.30am

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

Sunday 9.30am

NOARLUNGA
St Luke, the Evangelist, 

cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am

1st Sunday 11am (Spanish Mass)
2nd Sunday 2.00pm (Filipino Mass) 

Sunday (Youth Mass) 5.30pm
Monday 9.00am
Tuesday 9.00am  

Wednesday 7.30pm
Thursday 8.15am (St Luke’s)

Thursday 9.15am (St John’s - term time)
Friday 10.00am

NORMANVILLE
St Peter, Cape Jervis Road

1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10.30am
2nd, 4th Sundays 8.30am

1st Friday 6.00pm

PARNDANA
4th Sunday 2.30pm

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace 

(shared with Anglicans)
1st Sunday 2.00pm

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

Grand Bvd
Sunday 10.45am

Wednesday 9.15am

VICTOR HARBOR
St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 11.00am
Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday (other than 1st) 9.00am
1st Friday 11.30am

WILLUNGA
St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street
1st, 3rd, 5th  Sundays 8.30am

2nd, 4th Sundays 10.30am
Wednesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am

ensure health and hygiene but 
physical signs of impurity came to 
be seen as symbolic of a moral or 
spiritual imperfection.
 

• Judaism at the time of Jesus was 
made up of a number of different 
groups of adherents like 
Sadducees, Pharisees and Essenes. 
These groups sometimes held 
different beliefs; for example, the 
Pharisees believed in the 
resurrection of the dead while the 
Sadducees did not. This did not 
cause undue problems however, 
because what held all Jews together 
was a belief in one God, in the 
Law, in their election as God’s 
chosen people and a common 
worship centred on the Temple in 
Jerusalem. Their unity was a 
stronger force than their diversity. 

• The washing of the hands by the 
priest at Mass is a symbolic gesture 
of a desire for a pure heart. 

MAKING CONNECTIONS  
• What ‘human regulations’ in 

today’s world do you find difficult 
to conform to? 

• What rituals and traditions have 
been handed down in your family? 

• What assists you to become more 
‘pure of heart’ and to strengthen 
your commitment to Christ? 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(September 03 - 09)

• Monday, 03: St Gregory the Great 
(1 Cor 2:1-5; Lk 4:16-30)

• Tuesday, 04: Weekday, Ord Time 22 
(1 Cor 2:10-16; Lk 4:31-37)

• Wednesday, 05: Weekday, Ord Time 
22 (1 Cor 3:1-9; Lk 4:38-44)

• Thursday, 06: Weekday, Ord Time 
22 (1 Cor 3:18-23; Lk 5:1-11)

• Friday, 07: Weekday, Ord Time 22 (1 
Cor 4:1-5; Lk 5:33-39)

• Saturday, 08: Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary (Micah 5:1-4; Mt 
1:1-16, 18-23)

• Sunday 09: 23rd SUNDAY in ORD 
TIME (Is 35:4-7; James 2:1-5; Mk 
7:31-37)

PASTORAL CARE
If you (or someone you know) is house-bound, in hospital or in residential care and 

would appreciate a visit from a Priest or someone from the Parish, please let us know. 
Contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 

Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).
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